
Spots

Spine

Ears

Eyes

Tear Marks

Non-retractable Claws

Nose

Legs

Lungs
+

Heart

Feet

Tail

Low Weight

Footprints

Tongue

Jacobson’s Organ

Purring

Longer legs achieve 
longer strides. 

Elongated heel bones allow 
a cheetah’s Achilles tendon 

to achieve a spring-like 
effect, helping them to 

jump and run better.

Cheetahs are the biggest cat species that purrs. Larger 
cats’s hyoid bones in their throats are not completely 

ossified, allowing them to roar but not purr. 
Purring is thought to aid healing.

Cheetahs are very light 
weight for their size. 

This helps them to be 
faster and more agile. 

A long, heavy and flattened 
tail helps to balance and 
aid steering at high speed. 

Cheetah spots are as individually 
unique as fingerprints. 

The fur of a cheetah’s black spots is actually 
longer than the yellow fur, giving their 

camouflage a three dimensional effect, 
allowing them to hide better.

A more felxible spine for stretching 
and bunching to achieve longer 
strides when running. 

Small, rounded ears 
fold back against the 
head to improve their 
aerodynamics.

Large, forward-facing eyes give 
them some of the best eyesight 
of all the big cats.

They are able to spot their prey 
from 5km away. 

The black lines down their faces 
help reduce glare when they are 

hunting prey in the day.

Enlarged nostrils and nasal 
cavities allow a larger intake of 

oxygen when they are running fast. 

Cheetahs have a special sensory 
area behind their top incisors that 

allows them to taste and smell 
things better. 

Larger lungs and hearts 
allow them to use more 

oxygen and produce more 
energy for running. 

Small, teeth-like structures 
on the tongue serve to 

strip meat off bones when 
they are eating. 

Grooved pads and claws which 
do not fully retract help 

maintain grip like the spikes on 
a football boot.

Footprints are unique to each individual.
Expert trackers and computer programs 

can tell them apart.
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