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As part of a good farm management plan, guard dogs can
be very effective in deterring predators and controlling other 
dogs on the farm.

Dogs can become ill, the same as any livestock, so be aware of 
loss of appetite, diarrhoea or changes in behaviour.  It is worth 
consulting your veterinarian to get proper immunization and de-
worming for your guard dog. 

Patience and discipline are needed to teach a guard dog to bond 
with a herd of livestock and to accept responsibility  for  guarding  
it.  Guard dogs are valuable animals, so they must be protected 
from accidents by moving vehicles or from being shot or trapped 
as a result of being mistaken for an intruder, by neighbours.  Tell 
your neighbours you have a guard dog. 



Livestock management can greatly reduce livestock losses to predators.  
At the same time, farmers can improve livestock health and quality, 
thereby increasing value and profi ts.  By making it diffi cult for predators 
in the area to take livestock and by becoming good managers, farmers 
can reduce livestock losses, save time and money, and enjoy greater 
success.

GUARDING DOGS
Guardian dogs are now receiving a lot of attention for controlling
predators.  As long as their use is supported by other non-lethal
predator control methods, they are a good fi rst line of defence. It is
important to remember that properly integrating a puppy or dog into
a goat or sheep operation takes time and patience.

HOW DO DOGS PROTECT LIVESTOCK?
Guard dogs protect a herd by patrolling, barking, scent-marking and
even chasing a predator that might be threatening livestock.  Before
purchasing a puppy, farmers should investigate the concept fully.
Other dogs on the farm must also be considered.  Will your guard dog 
see them as a threat and will the guard dog need to be taken away 
sometimes, in order for the herd to be worked with herding dogs?      

A suitable dog may be a specifi c guard dog breed, but local mixed or cross-
breeds can be just as successful. 

•a guard dog should grow to be stocky and weigh between 20-30kg;

•from the age of 4 weeks dogs begin to imprint on their surroundings and
  so the critical time to introduce and begin to raise a puppy
  with the herd is between 5 and 8 weeks;

•a puppy must be raised with both goats AND sheep, if it is to be expected to
  protect both types of livestock;

•choose a puppy from a family line that exhibits good traits and check the
  health of the parent dogs;

•avoid very shy or over aggressive puppies.

A Livestock Guarding Dog should always be treated as a working dog
and not a pet.  When introducing it, remember that:

•it should fi rst be placed with young livestock to avoid injury from older or
  aggressive animals;

•the puppy will need a shelter and must be fed inside the kraal when the
  livestock are fed;

•the puppy must not play aggressively with or chase the livestock.

New puppies need to be monitored to make sure they develop correct 
guarding behaviour.  It is important to make sure that:

•failure to stay with the livestock is corrected;

•several times in the fi rst weeks a new puppy should be introduced to
  its boundaries on a lead, and;
  

•patrolling and attentiveness to livestock begins to increase with time
  (in a small percentage of puppies, regardless of training, a strong 
  bond with livestock does not develop).

LIVESTOCK ACCEPTANCE
The time needed for livestock to accept the new dog will vary.  It
can take several days to a few weeks for a herd to accept a new
puppy.  Remember that ewes will be very protective of new-born or 
young lambs at lambing time.  Livestock accustomed to a guard dog 
are easily moved by herding dogs, but the guard dog may need to
be chained or moved away from a herd being moved.

Here is a brief introduction to the important points
farmers should consider before obtaining dogs to
protect livestock.  More detailed information about the 
use of dogs and other predator defences and deterrents 
is available in the booklet, The Predator-Safe Livestock 
Guide, which is available to farmers free of charge from 
Cheetah Conservation Botswana.


